and Wolan6w near Radom to do forced labour. He took part in the resistance movement as a soldier of the Home Army, and in clandestine teaching. He began his studies in the 1945/46 academic year at the Lodz University Faculty of Law, and then continued them at Wroclaw University ofTechnology, from which in 1950 he obtained an MSc Engineering degree from the Faculty ofCivil Engineering. After graduation he worked in design offices, where besides canying out design projects he would organize group training for his eo-workers, and science & technology conferences. His activity in this period resulted in the design of many civil engineering structures, including the bridge over the Klodzko Neisse river in Klodzko (1958) His scientific works focus on: the theory and technology of prestressed concrete structures, including techniques of prestressing bridge spans with cables made of grouped ropes, stress states in cable anchorages, the theory and experimental studies of the friction of cables in tendon ducts, the model statics of diagonal plates, the distribution of load in multi-girder spans and the methodology of the rational shaping of the main girders in road and railway bridges.
Among the Professor's scientific achievements there are also works devoted to the shaping and evaluation of the static strength behaviour of precast girders in the elastic and nonelastic ranges and to the rheology of such girders. Also important are the results of his research in the field of structural mechanics, relating to the rational selection of theoretical models for bridge structures with fatigue strength taken into account.
PROFESSOR JAN KMITA (1922-2015) -ENGINEER AND HUMANIST
Owing to his 12 years long work in contractor and design firms Professor Jan Kmita's research is closely bound with engineering practice. Crowning his hitherto research he took up problems relating to the maintenance and upgrading of bridge infrastructure, the appraisal of the condition of bridges and the expert system aided management of bridge infrastructure. He is the co-author of the SMOK Railway Bridges Management System developed in the Bridges Unit and implemented in the whole country for the needs of the Polish Railway Lines. Up to this day the books are a source of important information for Polish bridge designers.
The results of Professor Jan Kmita's research are contained not only in the books, but also in over 120 publications and in nearly 200 reports and expert opinions. The research also resulted in six patents, including two personal ones. Professor Jan Kmita was a man with great character qualities -great passion and diligence, high organizational skills and kindness and genuine friendliness to others, owing to which he not only won true recognition of the scientific and engineering community, but also genuine affection and friendship of all who worked with him. Professor Jan Kmita passed away on 10 December 2015. He will always be remembered by his pupils and co-workers and the results of his work form a solid foundation for the further development of Wrocław University of Technology and the community of bridge engineers.
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